
WHO,	  WHAT,	  WHERE,	  WHY	  POEM	  HANDOUT	  
	  

First,	  start	  by	  choosing	  a	  subject.	  	  The	  subject	  is	  the	  title	  of	  the	  poem	  and	  it	  can	  be	  anything	  you	  want.	  	  Then	  
use	  the	  following	  pattern	  to	  create	  a	  poem.	  
	  
	   	  

Title:	   Choose	  your	  favorite	  subject!	  	  Any	  subject	  is	  fine.	  	  It	  can	  be	  a	  person,	  place,	  thing,	  feeling,	  etc.	  
Who:	   This	  is	  the	  same	  as	  your	  subject.	  
What:	   This	  is	  a	  verb,	  what	  happened	  or	  is	  happening.	  	  You	  can	  use	  	  
Where:	   This	  is	  the	  place	  where	  the	  action	  happens	  
Why:	   If	  you	  don’t	  know,	  it’s	  fine.	  	  Just	  guess! 	  

	  
Check	  out	  these	  examples:	  

	  
	  
	  

Title:	   Traffic	  lights	  
Who:	   Traffic	  lights	  
What:	   are	  falling	  asleep	  	  
Where:	   at	  the	  empty	  crossroad	  
Why:	   because	  the	  cars	  have	  all	  gone	  home.	  

	  
	  
	  
Now	  you	  try!	  
	  

Title:	   	  
Who:	   	  
What:	   	  
Where:	   	  
Why:	   	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
It’s	  easy	  to	  change	  and	  adapt	  the	  model	  too!	  	  Add	  more	  lines	  to	  expand	  the	  poem:	  
	  

Who	  	   The	  boys	  
What	  (verb)	   jumped	  
Where	  	   into	  the	  river	  
Why	   to	  find	  the	  muddy	  bottom	  
+	   with	  eyes	  closed	  

	  

Title:	   Love	  
Who:	   Love	  
What:	   moves	  	  
Where:	   backward,	  
Why:	   making	  us	  children	  again	  


